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Pupils, parents and staff enjoyed a 
glorious Commemoration Day. 

After the traditional laying of the wreath 
by the outgoing Heads of school and 
the Church service at the parish church 
of st John, the school and parents 
attended prizegiving and speeches in 
the marquee on routh Green. 

The Headmaster gave an inspirational 
speech aimed at the Upper sixth 
leavers, he said instead of giving advice 

to the leavers, he would instead be 
un-advising them.  He told pupils that 
instead of seeing the world as their 
oyster, they should aim to be the pearl 
within the oyster, and to be resilient, 
lustrous and unique - let the irritation 
that creates a pearl make you tough.  
He told pupils that their best days were 
yet to come but that they shouldn’t wait 
for them to arrive, instead they would 
probably only be aware later that they 
were the ‘best’ days.  He explained 
the function of trim tabs on aeroplane 

wings, and said pupils should aim to 
act as a trim tab,  making small, subtle 
resonanting differences in the world. He 
hoped they would  continue to be the 
agents of change he knew they already 
were.    

Prizes were awarded with the Cookes 
Trophy going to elouise Brookes, and 
the new Housman Trophy for Academic 
excellence being awarded to nikita 
Bedov.  

Commemoration Day  
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Commemoration 
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Prep and Pre-Preparatory Prizegiving 

Leavers from Prep and Pre-Prep celebrated the end of their time at Preparatory and Pre-Preparatory schools with parents, 
staff and friends with Chapel services and Prizegiving ceremonies held in the senior school grounds.    survivors from the 
schools attended the ceremonies and gave inspirational speeches to the young leavers. 
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organ 
scholarship
emily evans has been awarded 
the very prestigious post of organ 
scholar at st David’s Cathedral in 
Pembrokeshire. Bromsgrove has not 
had an organ scholarship appointment 
for many years and this is especially 
noteworthy since emily only recently 
started to learn to play the organ. 

County Cricket Champions

Congratulations to the U12 cricket team who played in the final of the county championship. Thanks mainly to a 100-run 
partnership between nathan Jukes and seth rogerson, Bromsgrove reached 153 for 2 in their 20 overs. A strong all-
round performance in the field reduced Hanley Castle to 93 for 7. So the boys won by 60 runs and were crowned county 
champions. They will represent worcestershire in the prestigious national Bunbury Cup next year.
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Following a fun packed and busy year of learning new skills, techniques and pieces, the Year 3 string performers gave a 
wonderful summer concert.   The programme included reels, a hoe down and well known tunes.  Year 6 special guests 
Teah Petrova and isla sutherland, wowed the audience and Year 3 performers alike with their very jazzy Happy Places duo.  
The finale featured all the Year 3 string players in a rousing rendition of the Hokey Cokey, complete with vocals, actions and 
audience participation.   

Year 3 strings

Food Festival
After learning all about food, Year 1’s 
flaming finale for this topic culminated 
in cooking on the campfire in Forest 
school and with a healthy bake sale 
for charity. The children had made a 
variety of healthy snacks, which were 
sold to the other year groups, with the 
proceeds going to the charity ‘stop 
Hunger’. The children raised £106.
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Bake off 
The Annual senior school Bake-off 
competition was hotly contested by 
all the Houses. Cakes which had 
been baked inpreparation were 
then decorated in situ. This year the 
theme was Great Inventions. 

There were cakes in the form of 
a cog, a light bulb, a telescope, 
a train, a tv, the ‘best thing since 
sliced bread’ (actually a loaf of 
bread!), an international clock, and 
a record-player but the winner was 
Hazeldene’s  telephone cake – 
finished in the their House colours. 

The competition was judged by the 
Headmaster and Mrs Clague in a 
race against the hot weather melting 
the icing off all the entries.

Chicken runs on 
The DTGP race team’s most recent 
meet was at the historic Goodwood 
circuit. This promised to be a very 
special event for the team with over 
100 cars on track for the heat and 43 
Kit cars also present to challenge us for 
the races.  

In race one, as 19th  seed in the 
competition and one of the fastest on 
the grid, our drivers were delighted 
to be four rows back from the start 
with some of the fastest cars in the 
competition to chase as opposed to 
being bunched at the back with 70 
teams all ready to pounce.  Hamish 
sutherland’s smooth driving kept the 
team in the top 10 up until the first pit 
change where we dropped to 27th.  
Poly Dakin entered the car for her stint 
behind the wheel, driving well she 
climbed a few places.  Aggie warner 
was next up for the longest stretch.; 
she settled well and drove impeccably 
throughout climbing quickly up the 
pecking order and coming in 8th 
overall. teams

For the second race the baton was 
passed to the more experienced senior 
students.  The team team of Luke 
weller, Jeffrey soo and Michael Malam 
all drove impeccably, to finish 11th 
overall and as first placed Kit car.   
 
As well as winning the Kitcar category, 
the team won the Best Presented 

Team trophy.  The team included Freya 
Tweddell and Howard Goldstraw in 
addition to the drivers.  A big thank 
you to our sponsors and friends, steve 
smith from 4QD, Gorilla Glue UK, 
ns optimum, BAL Aluminium and to 
teachers/engineering experts owen 
Matthews and steve Broadbent. 
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Athletics Finals 
The Prep boys’ athletics team 
capped off a truly memorable year 
by representing the Midlands at the 
prestigious english schools national 
Cup Final, held at Gateshead 
international stadium. 

After having already been crowned 
U14 national Champion at the Prep 
schools Finals, Louis Upton continued 
his form by finishing third overall in the 
80 metres hurdles in the fastest time 
ever by a Bromsgrovian in a national 
cup final. A fine performance by 
sebastian Purvis in the 1500m race, 
saw him achieve a new life time best 
performance and coming fifth overall. 

william Hobbs also ran well in the 1500 
metres and was close to his fastest time. 
Joe Morgan, neil Cai, Morgan McKinley 
and  Joe McLoughlin, all ran well in 
the 100 and 200 metres and Callum 
wilkinson and william Brown both ran 
two big personal bests over 300 metres. 

In the field events the highlight was 
Harry Draper Barr winning the discus 
and breaking his own Prep school 
record. Zach Armstrong came third 
in the shot put just 2cms short of his 
own school record. Fyodor shaskin, 
who had returned from Moscow to 
take part in the finals, threw a life time 
best performance in the hammer, also 

finishing third; Louis Upton finished 
third in the javelin and Alex ranger, 
despite carrying an injury, managed to 
finish seventh in the javelin. 

These performances are as good as 
any performances ever recorded by our 
pupils in a national Cup Final and when 
the points had been tallied we finished 
in 11th position as a team from an initial 
entry of 540. we are grateful that many 
families rearranged their holidays to 
enable our team to contest this national 
Final.
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swimming
seventeen  of our leading Prep 
swimmers competed at the London 
olympic Aquatics park in the iAPs 
national Finals. There were some very 
impressive performances in both the 
relays and individual races but the 
highlight was Beau vaughan-Hawkins 
swimming in the U10 25m butterfly 
race.  Beau went into the competition 
ranked in "pole position" and after the 
heats he was still leading the pack, 
but by only 1/10th of a second. in 
the final Beau showed his grit and 
determination by pushing hard in the 
final five metres to finish in gold medal 
position and in so doing, he set a 
new School record of 15.96 seconds. 
Congratulations to Beau and all his 
team mates for splendid performances 
on the day.  

Prep swimmers also competed in the english schools swimming Association national relay Finals. in the open schools 
Freestyle the girls’ team qualified through the heats to swim in the B final, where they swam fantastically well to finish 
4th and so were placed 12th in the country. The boys swam in the Medley relay and qualified into the B final where they 
performed really well to come first and be placed ninth in the country. In the Freestyle Relay the boys qualified through to 
the A final and were placed 8th overall.  

For the first time ever, Bromsgrove entered an individual into the para team representing the West Midlands. The team 
consisted of eight swimmers, boys and girls from around the Midlands, who competed in the Mixed stroke relay and the 
Freestyle relay. Bibby ruben demonstrated amazing determination and technique and overcame many fears both before 
the event and during the day. never before have so many spectators stood and clapped an individual – a special well done 
to Bibby for this performance. 
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Bromsgrove school hosted its third 
Pairs Fencing Competition. This friendly 
but competitive event saw a total of 35 
fencers from seven schools and two 
clubs taking part in three events for 
19 medals.  188 fights were fenced on 
seven pistes, in seven hours. 

Fencing in  the U14 epee; Grace 
warren paired up with Tallulah Bond 
and they finished 3rd overall. In the 
U14 Foil George Ascough paired up 
with Theo eggar from Hereford to 
make a very effective team finishing 
2nd overall. siena ward and Amina 
Mouldersheva fenced for the girls, in 
the same event, despite being by far 
the youngest and least experienced 
team they fenced well and finished 6th 
overall.

Fencers also took part in the ‘Hereford 
and worcester County Championships’ 
fencing at Trinity High in redditch. 
Grace warren competed in the U14 
Girls epee where she fenced well 
to take part in the final against an 
opponent who she had lost to her in the 
earlier round of the event. Grace beat 
her opponent soundly to win the title of 
County U14 Girls’ epee Champion. elsa 
Tsia took part in the U16 Foil finishing 
2nd in the girls event, then she took 
part in the Senior foil finishing 5th. Elsa 
and Tatiana Morikova both competed 
in the women’s senior epee.  This was 
a very tough field with one member of 
the British (and english) senior Team 
and another of the welsh senior team. 
Tatiana finished 7th and Elsa 6th.

Mathematics Test
Prep school hosted a UKMT-style 
competition between the highest 
achieving pupils in the local area. 

Ten schools took part in the day which 
was designed to provide an extra 
challenge and reward to the most 
able mathematicians in the schools. 
The day included a group challenge, 
a shuttle task, a cross-number and 
finally a mathematical relay. All the 
young mathematicians had a mentally 
exhausting but fun time.

smooth Moves 
when it was class 1K’s turn to vote 
for their favourite smoothie for ‘Try it 
Tuesday, ’ the  Bollywood Blaster won 
the most votes. Chef Chris Micklewright 
made the smoothie using the excercise 
bike. The children loved it! 

Fencing 
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Years 3 - 5 
summer Concert 
The Younger Prep musicians gave a tour 
de force performance in their Year 3-5 
Junior summer Concert.  The standard 
was impeccably high and ranged from 
the quirky Camptown Boomers perfor-
mance by the percussion group to the 
effervescent combined performance of 
Can’t stop The Feeling by the combined 
Prep Jazz Band and Junior Choir.  

This was a  truly wonderful afternoon of 
musical offerings.

scholars’ recital 
we enjoyed an evening recital given by 
a dozen Music Scholars in Years 7, 8 
and the Fourth Form. The audience was 
given a brief glimpse into some of the 
musicians’ hard work and dedication to 
school music in this wonderfully diverse 
musical offering. 

Congratulations to each and every soloist 
as they continue to reach new heights in 
their music-making, leading by example.

Years 6 – 8 
summer Concert 
Prep School Years 6 – 8 musicians 
treated parents, teachers and friends 
to variety of performances in their 
annual summer concert. 

The occasion gave several ensembles 
the valuable opportunity to play to an 
appreciative audience and to share 
their musical talents. Congratulations 
to all those who took part in such an 
inspiring concert.
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Huge congratulations to Alia Derriey 
who has won the Most outstanding 
Pupil/shine scholar 2018 award at 
the shine Media Awards in London. 
Alia has been editor, contributor and 
a major driving force behind the 
success of the student-led magazine 
Two Zero one.  Alia’s decision to  
delay her return home to attend the 
award ceremony in London just after 
the end of term was rewarded with 
the honour of being chosen as the 
shine scholar. 

we are also delighted that Anya 
Butler was highly commended for 
her front cover artwork in the Best 
illustration and Artwork category. 
Anya’s artwork has been a consistent 
highlight of every issue of the 
magazine.  All issues of Two Zero 
one are available to read on the 
school website.   
.

A shining 
example  

He Fair
The Futures department held a Higher 
education Fair, hosting 30+ universities 
from around the UK. 

Prior to this, ruth Foster from the 
University of Birmingham led a session 
with pupils on writing a Personal 
statement, which was very well 
received, and Mike nicholson from 
Bath University led a discussion more 
generally about the current landscape 
in Higher education.

Thank you to all of the universities, 
speakers and representatives for 
attending the Fair. 
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Year 8 were set the challenge of 
designing a theme park for people with 
multiple disabilities in their enterprise 
for Access day. representatives 
from sense introduced pupils to the 
challenges that people with disabilities 
face on a daily basis and pupils played 
simulation games to develop their 
empathy. The Year 8 teams worked 
diligently on the numerous tasks that 
they had to complete ready for the 
expert panel. The teams performed 
and uploaded promotional videos 
using BsL sign language which also 
included subtitles. The presentations 
were superb and the expert panels 
were very impressed with the details 
that had been included in the theme 
park designs. Year 8 contributed 
superbly to the day and this activity 
was a wonderful way to participate in 
Deafblind Awareness week.

sense 

Cadbury world 
Year 3 enjoyed an exciting trip to Cadbury World to enhance their learning about Jungle Fever. As well as finding out about 
the origins of chocolate and learning about the cacao plant, they also learnt about the Mayan civilisation. They compared their 
experience of visiting this iconic chocolate factory with that of Charlie Bucket in roald Dahl’s masterpiece, Charlie and The 
Chocolate Factory and tried their hand at a number of practical activities – they especially enjoyed sampling freshly made 
chocolate!
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All photos featured on the Bromsgrovian pages, including individual’s names and years, can be found on the Bromsgrovian Facebook site. 

Bromsgrovians

Caroline robbins (Prep / Hz 84-05) 
has set herself a challenge for her 30th 
birthday - she will undertake 30 acts 
of kindness throughout the year. she 
has recently helped one oB and would 
like to extend the offer to other former 
pupils of Bromsgrove. From DiY to 
supporting a colleague with business 
development planning, Caroline will 
consider all proposals!

A number of old Bromsgrovians, their family and friends, took part in the Dragon 
Boat race on the river severn in worcester on 1st July. The team were only four 
or five seconds behind the quickest boats. They eventually finished 18th out of 39 
boats, 7th in their Class and had the 6th quickest time overall. The OBs raised over 
£1,500 for the Festival 2022 appeal.

Kindness 
Challenge 

Caroline is happy to be contacted direct 
- if you would like to find out more, or 
you have a challenge for her, please 
email Cai.s.robbins@gmail.com

Burnell of 
Bromsgrove 
Megan Griffiths of the Alumni Office 
and school Archivist, nikki Thorpe 
were delighted to attend the book 
launch for 'Burnell of Bromsgrove' 
by John r. Arrand in routh Hall on 
Saturday, 16th June.  

The book tells the story of isaiah 
Burnell, a man of humble Yorkshire 
origins, who for almost fifty years 
taught, developed, encouraged and 
made music in his adopted town 
of Bromsgrove. He was Director of 
Music at Bromsgrove school for 
twenty-five years and wrote a piece 
of music for the dedication of the 
school's Memorial Chapel in May 
1931. 

During the event, the school’s staff 
Choir performed Burnell’s best known 
work, ‘surely The Lord is in This 
Place’ and we heard from the author, 
John Arrand, about his research into 
this great man of Bromsgrove.  

Dragon racing  


